
Sec. 10-19. - Cruelty to animals.  

(1)  A person who unnecessarily overloads, overdrives, torments, deprives of necessary sustenance or 
shelter, or unnecessarily mutilates, or kills any animal, or causes the same to be done, or carries in 
or upon any vehicle, or otherwise, any animal in a cruel or inhumane manner, commits animal 
cruelty, punishable by a fine of not more than $10,000.00.  

(2)  A person who intentionally commits an act to any animal, or a person who owns or has the custody 
or control of any animal and fails to act, which results in the cruel death, or excessive or repeated 
infliction of unnecessary pain or suffering, or causes the same to be done, commits aggravated 
animal cruelty, punishable by a fine of not more than $20,000.00.  

(a)  A person convicted of a violation of this subsection, where the finder of fact determines that the 
violation includes the knowing and intentional torture or torment of an animal that injures, 
mutilates, or kills the animal, shall be ordered to pay a minimum mandatory fine of $20,000.00 
and undergo psychological counseling or complete an anger management treatment program.  

(b)  A person convicted of a second or subsequent violation of this subsection shall be required to 
pay a minimum mandatory fine of $40,000.00. Any admission of guilt shall be considered a 
conviction for purposes of this subsection.  

(3)  A person who commits multiple acts of animal cruelty or aggravated animal cruelty against an 
animal may be charged with a separate offense for each such act. A person who commits animal 
cruelty or aggravated animal cruelty against more than one animal may be charged with a separate 
offense for each animal such cruelty was committed upon.  

(4)  A veterinarian licensed to practice in the state shall be held harmless from either criminal or civil 
liability for any decisions made or services rendered under the provisions of this section. Such a 
veterinarian is, therefore, under this subsection, immune from a lawsuit for his or her part in an 
investigation of cruelty to animals.  

(Ord. No. 2017-4139, § 2, 10-18-17)  


