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He founded a fruit company and helped revive UM
basketball. Irving Karp has died at 94

BY CAITLIN OSTROFF DECEMBER 25,2018 02:25 PM
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On any given day through the 1960s and ‘70s, Irving and Ruth Karp could be found at their
business, Carnival Fruit, chatting with customers as the couple sold oranges for a penny apiece.

Their successful produce company stood as a community staple for decades, its colorful trucks
circling Miami’s streets.

After they sold the company, the Karps turned to philanthropy, donating tens of thousands of
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They found friendship through a
Holocaust

On Monday, Irving Karp died at home after he fell, said his son Martin Karp, a Miami-Dade
School Board member. He was 94.

Karp and his wife, Ruth, first came to South Florida as newlyweds. After marrying in New York in
1946, they honeymooned in South Beach, driving down in a car nearly a decade old that kept
breaking down every few miles. They stayed at the Clevelander Hotel for $21 a week — and fell in
love with the area.



javascript:void(0)

[N
Irving Karp and his wife Ruth on their wedding day in 1946. COURTESY OF THE KARP FAMILY
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On New Year’s Day 1950, they left New York, arriving in Miami two days later. This time, they
stayed and never left.

In 1960, after nine years of Ruth telling him he should go into business for himself, Irving finally
listened. The couple founded Carnival Fruit Co. in North Miami Beach.
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service. He served as a staff sergeant in the 69th Infantry Division, according to the National
Purple Heart Hall of Honor.

He fought in the Invasion of Normandy and the Battle of the Bulge, two moments considered
tipping points in the war, and he served as a translator to help British intelligence interview
German soldiers, his son said.

Elton John

$142.00

When he came back to the U.S. and married, he already had a reputation as a good businessman
and produce salesman, said his wife Ruth, 93.

“He was putting everybody out of business, even his mother and father,” she said.

What started as a retail produce store in Miami Beach with a single 1.5-ton pickup truck grew to a
fleet of more than 70 trucks that distributed produce wholesale mostly across South Florida and
the Caribbean, including the Cayman Islands and the Bahamas.

Even as Carnival Fruit grew, it stayed a mom-and-pop business, with their employees feeling
more like relatives, Ruth Karp said.
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“Everybody was one of the family. They used to call him ‘Hey Irving.’ They called me ‘Ms. Ruth.’
I got the respect,” she said.

Son Martin said his father’s devotion to his work and family was unparalleled.

“He just led by example,” he said. “It was a matter of getting up 3 in the morning, 4 in the
morning, getting into the warehouse, coming home late afternoon and being with family.”

Irving retired in 1984, his son said, and the company dissolved in 2009, according to the state’s

Division of Corporations.

Police Say To Carr
TrySafePersonalAlarm.com
Police say everyone should car

safety device that protects agai
attackers.

After his retirement, Irving and Ruth got involved with UM athletics. They are among a group of
donors whose contributions of more than $50,000 helped revive the basketball program in the

mid-1980s after a 14-year absence.
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Karp is survived by Ruth, his wife of nearly 73 years, children Janice Spritz and Martin Karp and
his wife Danielle, grandchildren Matt and Eric Spritz, and Herschel, Benjamin and Samson Karp.

Services will be at 1 p.m. Wednesday at Riverside Gordon Memorial Chapel, 17250 W Dixie Hwy.
in North Miami Beach. Internment will be at 2:30 p.m. at Mount Nebo Cemetery in Miami.
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John Rothchild, Miami Beach financial writer and
mountain climber, dies at 74

BY C.ISAIAH SMALLS I
DECEMBER 28, 2019 06:15 AM

John Rothchild, 74, died Thursday. He was a financial author, journalist and, later in life, an extreme-sports
enthusiast. He was an authority on a variety of subjects, including Florida, finance and 14ers.

KEEP READING -


https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/obituaries/article238770348.html#storylink=readnext
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/obituaries/
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/obituaries/article238770348.html#storylink=readnext
mailto:csmalls@miamiherald.com
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/obituaries/article238770348.html

H I o I ' Get an annual digital subscription for only $20.
o I a y a e ° Act before it's gone!

#ReadLocal VIEW OFFER

FROM THE WEB Powered by ZergNet

The Australian Wildfire is One of the Serena Williams Is Opening Up About
Worst in History Her Sister's Murder

Paul Walker's Autopsy Report Road Rage Turns Into Brutal Beatdown
Revealed Some Disturbing Details at a Traffic Light


https://account.miamiherald.com/subscribe/create?param=f3JADEU=&offer=NmEfaxcUb3lSCUJAfRI%2FcDg%2Fe3tBCyslB3ZAG15QPgoUG0hQeHNFC0ZFb29STx0HLisVS1BIbw45eEBCfBoiDUtQMA%3D%3D&cid=ros_cta_20annual-holiday-sale_201912
https://www.zergnet.com/privacy-widget
https://www.zergnet.com/i/4765117/53358/0/0/0/1
https://www.zergnet.com/i/4765117/53358/0/0/0/1
https://www.zergnet.com/i/4081661/53358/0/0/0/2
https://www.zergnet.com/i/4081661/53358/0/0/0/2
https://www.zergnet.com/i/4743550/53358/0/0/0/3
https://www.zergnet.com/i/4743550/53358/0/0/0/3
https://www.zergnet.com/i/3541285/53358/0/0/0/4
https://www.zergnet.com/i/3541285/53358/0/0/0/4

1. ClicK'View Recip
2. AddBrowser

3. Get DERORIYR
Free Rpcipe & Wel
Recipes

SearA " Prir

Recipe:

Trump Ends Another
Obama Era Program

If you owe less than $726,525
on your home and haven't
missed a morigage payment
in 6 months, use Congress's
mortgage stimulus program
for the middle class. You'll be
shocked when you see how
much you can save.

Recalculate Your
House Payment

Lower My Bills.car

MORE LOCAL OBITUARIES

| LOCAL OBITUARIES | | LOCAL OBITUARIES |
Jerry Herman, Broadway’s ‘greatest Arturo Alvarez, founding member of
melody writer,” developed his musical Cuban American Bar Association, dies at

gifts in Miami 71


https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cv0pfXNAUXtrTHtGChATPv7aoC8ygu7tYkLSQ6ZIKp5Sl49wJEAEgmOLIG2DJ9rCH3KPEEKABz5yLnwPIAQLgAgCoAwHIA0iqBIoCT9B3W5pDyAZUW2nH1GhBauwh4qFuxfNutUzmcJXZjOO35D4_NuNQvCB_OCB_kgYjdqrS4S0gP90VCcWRWzItQRMBWp1CuiVUUjIo0LotLmwr0qtrjrqVYZ8cYcevgC2SWBeQVfymuJj4TBxquxYbMVmrUHez6R6OBW4uLa397sZxkDsnYa4T9OB4SAgn12s4Y7COogN2CrU-0_BOY2AznPbgTWLRbrCwC1gsJMPGMekZpe_SKv3LvFvZhJR0Hllzw7ySZC3QKcjllPFKVXgRT0xFFYbY8VaqvL9MA_-b_uVnHeTMUd2gdvbTxaGt1HYrL8LCHmePyqyKt6zc7J97-WZv_KmypP5uJxHABJuNpsyiAuAEAaAGAoAHmeP0YKgHjs4bqAfVyRuoB5PYG6gHugaoB_LZG6gHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUb2AcB0ggHCIBhEAEYHbEJWBZjgwF6VcmACgPICwHYEww&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoAUyYh3BcvQYRbwfP6axa_w&sig=AOD64_08rCHyXcEUpVh6mg04rNVLNGCiEQ&client=ca-pub-3446305859157241&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=2&adurl=https://searchandprint.recipes/rd2/%3Fid%3D163368aXBlcy1leHRlbnNpb24v%26source%3Dgoogle-d%26c%3Dremarketing%26network%3Dd%26cid%3D6459815230%26keyword%3D%26target%3Dboomuserlist%253A%253A485517293%26position%3Dnone%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI2vHdwpHy5gIVUQGBCh3Pnw21EAEYASAAEgJM2PD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=AB3afGEAAAFkW1tbW251bGwsWzIxXV0sW251bGwsbnVsbCxbbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsImh0dHBzOi8vZGlzcGxheWFkcy1mb3JtYXRzLmdvb2dsZXVzZXJjb250ZW50LmNvbS9hZHMvcHJldmlldy9jb250ZW50LmpzP2NsaWVudD13dGFcdTAwMjZvYmZ1c2NhdGVkQ3VzdG9tZXJJZD01MTY3NDkzOTYwXHUwMDI2Y3JlYXRpdmVJZD0zODgzNzg3MTUwMTVcdTAwMjZ2ZXJzaW9uSWQ9MFx1MDAyNmFkR3JvdXBDcmVhdGl2ZUlkPTM0ODY0OTY5MTY2NFx1MDAyNmh0bWxQYXJlbnRJZD1wcmV2LTBcdTAwMjZoZWlnaHQ9MjUwXHUwMDI2d2lkdGg9MzAwXHUwMDI2c2lnPUFDaVZCX3pycHFZbVhNNHN0Q1kwQjdORkx2bWUyTnhfZGciXV1dXSxbMSwxXV03r_dH4FRSy97grHGtAn9doHjZevvnU3A67XAEApi6WHndFXIA0DwvN_w9USc3M_kpnQabe-QW5hasSg4DW3gltU_gSpiYMPc-RW-CRxzNAWePaTNhV23m71cNPrdN_EcJeELq9G3ptCfsMaqhjn6D4T5058jfPPHOx4_hz6O7-nGeWC8p7KKP7ey57qG5o8-nQXTOpvSRD9NWS-39SOULqs90F19W66rFWjiAjRytoHf94yBdidTq_RbvxLuY3yhuGpIf3eTZHpJAgfn-m-QRZE2D_Mu2VO2w2ygLC_ZqDVR6E3lkGn3h-Ztpr22xsirv_DXyaqLIbIwia40rVbSa,kj9m9RLqJIzLOALL-CPwmw&source=display&cbt=7gtqo_kvErsIkLSQ6ZIKEL7qo4gYGIink2EiFnNlYXJjaGFuZHByaW50LnJlY2lwZXMyBwgFExiASBRCF2NhLXB1Yi0zNDQ2MzA1ODU5MTU3MjQxSAVYAnABggEK-LHCifj_____AagBAQ&cv=https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/conversion/%3Fai%3DCv0pfXNAUXtrTHtGChATPv7aoC8ygu7tYkLSQ6ZIKp5Sl49wJEAEgmOLIG2DJ9rCH3KPEEKABz5yLnwPIAQLgAgCoAwHIA0iqBIoCT9B3W5pDyAZUW2nH1GhBauwh4qFuxfNutUzmcJXZjOO35D4_NuNQvCB_OCB_kgYjdqrS4S0gP90VCcWRWzItQRMBWp1CuiVUUjIo0LotLmwr0qtrjrqVYZ8cYcevgC2SWBeQVfymuJj4TBxquxYbMVmrUHez6R6OBW4uLa397sZxkDsnYa4T9OB4SAgn12s4Y7COogN2CrU-0_BOY2AznPbgTWLRbrCwC1gsJMPGMekZpe_SKv3LvFvZhJR0Hllzw7ySZC3QKcjllPFKVXgRT0xFFYbY8VaqvL9MA_-b_uVnHeTMUd2gdvbTxaGt1HYrL8LCHmePyqyKt6zc7J97-WZv_KmypP5uJxHABJuNpsyiAuAEAaAGAoAHmeP0YKgHjs4bqAfVyRuoB5PYG6gHugaoB_LZG6gHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUb2AcB0ggHCIBhEAEYHbEJWBZjgwF6VcmACgPICwHYEww%26sigh%3DoVStHpfkDoc%26cid%3DCAQSKQDwy9IZbmVvulZ2pDIH-S5NW4W5PiwpkrlfBADLFITpC5b6GBi89knM
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=AB3afGEAAAFkW1tbW251bGwsWzIxXV0sW251bGwsbnVsbCxbbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsImh0dHBzOi8vZGlzcGxheWFkcy1mb3JtYXRzLmdvb2dsZXVzZXJjb250ZW50LmNvbS9hZHMvcHJldmlldy9jb250ZW50LmpzP2NsaWVudD13dGFcdTAwMjZvYmZ1c2NhdGVkQ3VzdG9tZXJJZD01MTY3NDkzOTYwXHUwMDI2Y3JlYXRpdmVJZD0zODgzNzg3MTUwMTVcdTAwMjZ2ZXJzaW9uSWQ9MFx1MDAyNmFkR3JvdXBDcmVhdGl2ZUlkPTM0ODY0OTY5MTY2NFx1MDAyNmh0bWxQYXJlbnRJZD1wcmV2LTBcdTAwMjZoZWlnaHQ9MjUwXHUwMDI2d2lkdGg9MzAwXHUwMDI2c2lnPUFDaVZCX3pycHFZbVhNNHN0Q1kwQjdORkx2bWUyTnhfZGciXV1dXSxbMSwxXV03r_dH4FRSy97grHGtAn9doHjZevvnU3A67XAEApi6WHndFXIA0DwvN_w9USc3M_kpnQabe-QW5hasSg4DW3gltU_gSpiYMPc-RW-CRxzNAWePaTNhV23m71cNPrdN_EcJeELq9G3ptCfsMaqhjn6D4T5058jfPPHOx4_hz6O7-nGeWC8p7KKP7ey57qG5o8-nQXTOpvSRD9NWS-39SOULqs90F19W66rFWjiAjRytoHf94yBdidTq_RbvxLuY3yhuGpIf3eTZHpJAgfn-m-QRZE2D_Mu2VO2w2ygLC_ZqDVR6E3lkGn3h-Ztpr22xsirv_DXyaqLIbIwia40rVbSa,kj9m9RLqJIzLOALL-CPwmw&source=display&cbt=7gtqo_kvErsIkLSQ6ZIKEL7qo4gYGIink2EiFnNlYXJjaGFuZHByaW50LnJlY2lwZXMyBwgFExiASBRCF2NhLXB1Yi0zNDQ2MzA1ODU5MTU3MjQxSAVYAnABggEK-LHCifj_____AagBAQ&cv=https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/conversion/%3Fai%3DCv0pfXNAUXtrTHtGChATPv7aoC8ygu7tYkLSQ6ZIKp5Sl49wJEAEgmOLIG2DJ9rCH3KPEEKABz5yLnwPIAQLgAgCoAwHIA0iqBIoCT9B3W5pDyAZUW2nH1GhBauwh4qFuxfNutUzmcJXZjOO35D4_NuNQvCB_OCB_kgYjdqrS4S0gP90VCcWRWzItQRMBWp1CuiVUUjIo0LotLmwr0qtrjrqVYZ8cYcevgC2SWBeQVfymuJj4TBxquxYbMVmrUHez6R6OBW4uLa397sZxkDsnYa4T9OB4SAgn12s4Y7COogN2CrU-0_BOY2AznPbgTWLRbrCwC1gsJMPGMekZpe_SKv3LvFvZhJR0Hllzw7ySZC3QKcjllPFKVXgRT0xFFYbY8VaqvL9MA_-b_uVnHeTMUd2gdvbTxaGt1HYrL8LCHmePyqyKt6zc7J97-WZv_KmypP5uJxHABJuNpsyiAuAEAaAGAoAHmeP0YKgHjs4bqAfVyRuoB5PYG6gHugaoB_LZG6gHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUb2AcB0ggHCIBhEAEYHbEJWBZjgwF6VcmACgPICwHYEww%26sigh%3DoVStHpfkDoc%26cid%3DCAQSKQDwy9IZbmVvulZ2pDIH-S5NW4W5PiwpkrlfBADLFITpC5b6GBi89knM
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/obituaries/article238749743.html
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/obituaries/
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/obituaries/article238749743.html
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/obituaries/article238255714.html
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/obituaries/
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/obituaries/article238255714.html

| LOCAL OBITUARIES |

Garth Reeves called a ‘freedom fighter
of all African American people’ at Miami
funeral

DECEMBER 06, 2019 4:41PM

| LOCAL OBITUARIES |

She was excited to run UM’s campus
radio station — but cancer just took her
life at 23

DECEMBER 03, 2019 11:10 AM

| LOCAL OBITUARIES |

Alejandra Agredo, voice for Miami-Dade
transit with influential audience, dies at
17

DECEMBER 02,2019 3:52 PM

| LOCAL OBITUARIES |

Miami Times publisher Garth Reeves Sr.,
‘conscience of the black community,’
dies at 100

NOVEMBER 26,2019 7:46 AM
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