












Research Summary – Entertainment Regulations 
 
City of Miami, Florida  
An entertainment establishment in the City of Miami is defined and includes a cinema, 
billiard parlor, teen club, dance hall, or video arcade.  The zoning ordinance allows 
entertainment establishments by right in Commercial (T4-O, T5-O, and T6-O), High 
Density Limited Commercial (T6-L), Light Industrial (D1), and Industrial (D2) zoning 
districts, and by an administrative special permit in Medium Density Limited Commercial 
districts (T5-L).  Alcoholic beverage establishments, not including restaurants, are also 
regulated and require the equivalent of a conditional use permit be approved by the 
City’s Planning Board (Article 4, Table 3, Miami 21 Code), with certain exceptions.  Food 
service establishments, which may serve alcoholic beverages, are permitted in all 
commercial and limited commercial districts.  
 
The city code provides additional regulations for the location and distance separation of 
alcoholic service establishments, which excludes restaurants serving alcohol.  Alcoholic 
service establishments are required to be a minimum of 1,500 feet from other 
establishments of the same type, in addition to separation from churches and schools.  
The code also establishes entertainment districts such as Wynwood, Little Havana, 
Brickell Village, Brickell Riverside, Park West, etc., Establishments located in these 
districts are approved administratively thru a conditional use permit and are not subject 
to distance separation requirements.  The number of establishments within a district are 
capped and hours of operation and operating conditions apply (Chapter 4, Miami Code 
of Ordinances).  Additionally, the administrative review for the conditional use permit 
requires that a noise attenuation plan addressing noise control be submitted for staff 
review.  
 
The ability to have live music in other types of establishment is not regulated by the City.  
However, noise is regulated through the city’s noise ordinance (Chapter 36, Miami Code 
of Ordinances).  The ordinance provides that it is unlawful for noise or music to be 
“plainly audible at a distance of 100 feet from the building, structure, vehicle or 
premises in which or from which it is produced.”  The city commission is authorized to 
provide exceptions from these provisions for special occasions by resolution.   
 
City of Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
The City of Fort Lauderdale Unified Land Development Code generally allows for bars, 
cocktail lounges and nightclubs as a permitted use in several of the city’s commercial 
districts and as an accessory to hotels containing 100 or more rooms (Chapter 47, 
Article II, Fort Lauderdale Unified Land Development Code).   
 
The code provides additional regulations regarding the sale of alcohol, including 
distance separation requirements.  It also requires that no establishment, except 
nightclubs, allow, after 11:00 p.m., playing of instrumental music, singing or conduct 
other forms of entertainment, in any room where beer, wine, liquor or alcoholic 
beverages are sold or offered for sale, indoors or outdoors, unless such room or rooms 
are soundproofed, (Chapter 5, Article II, Fort Lauderdale Code of Ordinances).  The 
code also allows for the establishment of special entertainment overlay Districts for 
areas of two acres or larger under common control.  The overlays include operational 
criteria, but removes distance separation requirements and allows for music, singing and 
other forms of entertainment whether amplified or not to be played indoors at any time 
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that the business is open and for outdoor music until midnight on weekdays and 1 a.m. 
on weekends (Chapter 5, Article III, Fort Lauderdale Code of Ordinances).    
 
While there are some limitations in hours for entertainment in alcoholic beverage 
establishment that aren’t sound proofed, the City of Fort Lauderdale does not prohibit 
entertainment in other types of establishments.  However, noise is regulated by the city’s 
noise control ordinance (Chapter 17, Fort Lauderdale Code of Ordinances).  The 
ordinance establishes decibel levels by types of sounds, during different hours, and by 
use.  It also provides for greater decibel levels within a special entertainment district 
overlay. 
 
City of Coral Gables, Florida 
The City of Coral of Coral Gables Zoning Code defines “Entertainment Use” as “a 
commercial accessory use where entertainment, either passive or active, is provided for 
the pleasure of the patrons of the principal use, including but not limited to vocal and 
instrumental music, dancing, comedy, and theater, but not including an adult use.”  
Nightclubs are also defined as an accessory use to a restaurant.  Since entertainment 
use is an accessory to commercial uses, it is allowed in all districts where commercial 
uses are permitted.  The zoning code provides specific conditions for the playing of 
music, including hours of operation and noise limitations subject to the city’s general 
noise ordinance; however, entertainment use is not prohibited in any area, but accessory 
only to commercial uses. 
 
Like other cities, Coral Gables regulates noise emanating from a property, and provides 
decibel limits for different types of sound emanating from different districts, along with 
hours in which sound can emanate (Chapter 34, Article VI, Coral Gables Code of 
Ordinances). The playing of music is subject to these limitations found therein.   
 
City of West Palm Beach, Florida 
The City of West Palm Beach land development regulations do not define entertainment.  
The regulations do allow for bars, lounges, and related entertainment, as a permitted 
use in most commercial districts and with extra requirements in neighborhood 
commercial and office commercial districts.  The code provides for operating hours and 
special requirements for such uses, along with modified hours for specific streets.   
 
The code establishes requirements for the sale of alcoholic beverages and establishes 
separation requirements from other establishments and residential districts, hours of 
operation, and other requirements, along with providing specific exemptions and 
limitations for the downtown area, (Chapter 6, West Palm Beach Code of Ordinances). 
 
The city has a noise control ordinance which establishes limits for sound citywide and 
also provides for specific areas where higher levels of noise are permitted, which include 
the city’s downtown and entertainment areas (Chapter 34, Article II, West Palm Beach 
Code of Ordinances). 
 
City of Austin, Texas 
The City of Austin Land Development Code establishes requirements for permitting 
entertainment uses within the city (Title 25, Article 1, Land Development Code of 
Austin).  “Indoor entertainment” is a conditional use, permitted use, or not permitted 
use depending on the zoning district.  “Outdoor entertainment” is a conditional use or 
not permitted depending on the zoning district.  However, the code provides that live 
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entertainment is permitted at restaurants and cocktail lounges if the amplified sound 
does not exceed 70 decibels, measured at the property line of the licensed premises. 

 
Additionally, the code provides additional regulations regarding noise and amplified 
sound and establishes decibel limits for sound at the property line.  (Chapter 9-2, 
Code of Austin). For example, a business cannot operate equipment that produces 
sound in excess of 85 decibels between 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 a.m. and audible at the 
property line between 2:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.  Any sound that exceeds the 
prescribed decibel levels requires a permit to operate sound equipment audible to the 
public.  The ordinance also has separate requirements for “outdoor music permits” 
and outdoor “live music permits,” which have different standards depending on the 
specific neighborhood.  Permits are issued administratively, however, they have 
specific criteria which must be considered before they can be issued.  
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Indoor Entertainment 

Permitted As of Right (No 

CUP)

Indoor Entertainment 

Permitted with CUP

Indoor Entertainment 

Prohibited (Regardless of 

Occupant Content)

All Commercial (CD), MXE 

and TC Districts (except TC-

3), as well as accessory uses 

to a hotel in the RM-3 

Districts (where hotels are 

permitted), when a venue 

serving alcohol has an 

occupant content of less than 

200 persons;

All Commercial (CD), MXE and 

TC Districts(except TC-3), as 

well as accessory uses to a 

hotel in the  RM-3 District 

(where hotels are permitted), 

when a venue serving alcohol 

has an occupant content over 

199 persons;

All PS districts, south of 6th 

street (South of Fifth);

Any commercial use not 

selling or serving alcohol, 

regardless of occupant 

content.

Regardless of occupant 

content: CD-3 district, along 

and adjacent to 41st Street;

All CD-2, I-1, and RM-3 

districts in the Sunset 

Harbour area;

Regardless of occupant 

content: CD-2 district, north 

of 65th Street

All RS, TH, TC-3, RM-2 and 

RM-1 districts city wide;

Regardless of occupant 

content: CD-2 district on the 

west side of Alton Road from 

6th Street to Collins Canal and 

on the east side of West 

Avenue between Lincoln 

Road and 17th Street.

In RM-3 districts ground 

floor additions for 

oceanfront lots located in 

the architectural district 

relocating existing hotel 

units;

Package liquor stores in the 

MXE district which have 

been grandfathered.

Indoor Entertainment - Current Regulations


